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Molnupiravir (EIDD-2801/MK-4482) is an 

investigational, orally bioavailable form of a potent 

ribonucleoside analog that inhibits the replication of 

multiple RNA viruses including SARS-CoV-2, the 

causative agent of COVID-19. Molnupiravir has been 

shown to be active in several models of SARS-CoV-2, 

including for prophylaxis, treatment and prevention of 

transmission, as well as SARS-CoV-1 and MERS. 
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has  been in  t he  new s  la t e ly  as  t he  

Act ive  P har m aceut i c a l  Ingr ed ie nt  

( “ AP I” )  in  t he  Inves t igat i o n a l  Or a l  Ant i -

V i r a l  m anuf act ur ed  by  dr ug - m aker  

M er ck  t o  t r eat  C OVID - 19 .   I t  i s  a l s o  t he  

AP I  in  M OL C OVIR  200m g,  t he  C OVID - 19  

Ant i - V i r a l  deve lo p ed by  Opt im us  D r ugs  

P r ivat e  L t d .  in  Ind ia  f or  w hich  E AU  and 

pat ent  pr ot ect io n  i s  be ing  s ought  in  

t hat  nat ion.   Opt im us  i s  am ong t he  

w or ld ’ s  pr im ar y  m anuf act ur er s  of  

M olnupir a v i r .

Molnupiravir



WHAT IS AN API?
Active P h armac eu ti c al  In gredien ts i .e . ,  API  refers  to  an act ive  ingredient  that  

i s  co nta i ne d i n  the  m e di cat i o n.  F o r  i nstance ,  the  act i ve  i ngre di e nt  fo r  

re l i e v i ng  pa i n  i s  i nco rpo rate d i n  the  pa i nk i l l e r .  I t  i s  ca l l e d API .  E ve n i ts  sm al l  

am o unt  has  a  po we rful  i m pact ,  so  o nl y  a  m e re  part  o f  th i s  act i ve  i ngre di e nt  i s  

co nta i ne d i n  the  m e di c i ne .  M o re o ve r ,  yo u wi l l  f i nd i ts  am o unt  and nam e  

co nta i ne d i n  the  m e di cat i o n o n the  OTC (o ve r- the - cou n te r )  drugs ’  package .  

E lemen ts  of  M ed icin es

E ve ry drug i s  m ade  up o f  two  co re  e l e m e nts  i .e . ,  the  API  that  i s  the  m aj o r  

i ngre di e nt ,  as  we l l  as  the  e xc i pi e nt ,  whi ch are  the  substance s  o the r  than drugs  

that  suppo rt  de l i ve ry o f  the  m e di c i ne  to  the  syste m .  The  e xc i pi e nts  are  

che m i ca l l y  i nact i ve  co m po unds ,  l i ke  m i ne ra l  o i l  o r  l acto se  i n  the  pi l l .  The  

Act i ve  Pharm ace ut i ca l  I ngre di e nt  i s  co m po unde d i n  di f fe re nt  do se s  (se e  

be l o w)  wi th  the  e xc i pi e nts  to  cre ate  the  f i na l  “ fo rm ul at i o n. ”  

A P Is ’  s tren gth

The  API  m anufacture rs  ut i l i ze  spe c i f i c  s tandards  fo r  de te rm i ni ng  ho w stro ng i t  

i s  i n  e ve ry drug.  Ho we ve r ,  i t  can wi de l y  vary f ro m  brand - to - bra n d.  Eve ry 

brand m ay ut i l i ze  di s t i nct i ve  te st  tact i cs ,  whi ch can l e ad to  di s t i nct i ve  

po te nci e s .  I n  e ve ry case ,  the  F D A ne e ds  the  m anufacture rs  to  pro ve  the i r  

pro ducts ’  po te ncy i n  re a l - l i fe  pat i e nts  a l ong wi th the  l ab condi t i ons .

Cl i ck  He re to  re ad ful l  ar t i c l e .

OPTIMUS

Three Indian pharmaceutical  firms lead the supply of the 

active pharmaceutical  ingredient (API, or the key raw 

material) of Molnupiravir—the investigational oral antiviral  

medicine that has just been found to be effective in treating 

Covid-19 patients. 

Melissa Barber, a Harvard University researcher who did a 

cost estimation to arrive at a sustainable generic price for 

Molnupiravir has identified the three Telangana based firms —

Optimus Drugs Private Ltd, Honour Lab, and Maithri

Laboratories—as the global source for Molnupiravir API. 

Barber's observation comes in a yet to be peer-reviewed 

working paper jointly written by her and Dzintars Gotham of 

Kings College Hospital  London.

Click Here to read full  article.
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https://www.globalpharmatek.com/blog/what-is-an-active-pharmaceutical-ingredient-api
https://www.fortuneindia.com/enterprise/why-mercks-new-covid-19-drug-banks-on-india-2/105949
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None, this product is being sold to countries with their expectation of approval 
sometime in the near future. Each independent country has their own “FDA” 
type entity through which clinical trials are performed and drug is approved or 
not-approved. Other nations, such as Viet Nam, have already purchased 
quantities for “experimental” usage.

HOW MANY COUNTRIES HAVE FULLY 
APPROVED MOLNUPIRAVIR FOR PUBLIC 
USE?

A Government agency can bring anything into the country that it elects (approves) to do 
so. The USA purchased 1.7 M courses of the Molnupiravir. FDA clearance is still at least 
60 days off. Through a “Authorized Government” agency, a Government authorization 
letter has to be issued from the Buying country specifically stating their Country has fully 
authorized the importing of the Molnupiravir drug from XYZ company for the amount of
XXX,XXX,XXX doses. This  approval is based on proper filings of export country India, 
completing a proper Exportation License Filing for the same Molnupiravir. The USA has 
“pre-purchased.”

IF A COUNTRY ISN’T APPROVED, HOW 
CAN THEY PURCHASE MOLNUPIRAVIR?



45 MILLION

Available Right Now

30 MILLION

Available November 15, 2021

30 MILLION

Available December 15, 2021,
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30 MILLION

Available January 15, 2021,
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Packaging is in blister packs with 

10 pills per pack and 10 packs per 

box (100 pills per box)
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ISSUE PO SPA ISSUED BUY 
SELLER

ESCROW 
AGREEMENT 
ISSUED AND 

SIGNED

GOVERNMENT 
AUTHORIZATION 

LETTER BY 
BUYING COUNTRY 

SELLER TO RELEASE TO 
BUYER THE FOLLOWING 

DOCUMENT

A . A l l o c a t i o n  f r o m  M a n u f a c t u r e r  

t o  d i s t r i b u t o r

B . B i l l  o f  L a d i n g s  f r o m  

M a n u f a c t u r e r  t o  A l l o c a t i o n  

h o l d e r  w i t h  p r o d u c t i o n  b a t c h  

n u m b e r s .

C . P r o d u c t  r e p o r t

D . E x p o r t  L i c e n s e  t o  y o u r  C o u n t r y  

a s  w e l l  a s  y o u r  B i l l  o f  L a d i n g .

TRANSFER 
MONIES INTO 

ESCROW.

INSPECT SHIP
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Contact Us Today

Molnupiravir

EIDD-2801/MK-4482


